
 
Middle School Friday Letter 
10/21/16 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Drivers Needed Oct. 28th to the Exploratorium.  Drop off at 9:30 am 
pick up at 2:00 pm.  You can drop and go or stay and join us! 

- Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their 
leadership both academically and socially: 

- - 6th Grade 
- - 6th Grade 

- Thank you to all parents that came to parent conferences.  Reminder: 
- Have you student reading 20 minutes (minimum) prior to bed 
- No electronics 30 minutes prior to bed 
- Nutrition and 9 hours of sleep does wonders for learning! 

 
SMART CAMPAIGN 
MS Parents - Please don't forget to donate to the Willow Creek 
Foundation’s SMART campaign. The SMART campaign raises money 
annually to bridge the funding gap. This is where I get my classroom 
budget for classroom/student supplies, field trips, etc. Donations also 
support the Art Teacher, Music Teacher, the Librarian and many other 
important programs that directly benefit our kids.  
 
You can donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate or by 
cash/check in the main office. Every single donation is appreciated. So, 
please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. D.O.G. (Day 
Of Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in 
before then! And I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way 
sometime next week. 
Thank you so much for your support! 

http://www.willowcreekacademy.org/donate


 
Science -   
7th Grade:  
This week, we had a guest scientist visit 7th grade to talk about our new 
project which is a biodome.  It is a massive, 5 week project which looks at 
the chemical reactions that power our earth. 
 
  
8th Grade: 
We also began our next project in 8th grade which is working as a trainer 
for the Golden State Warriors.  We will be studying the chemical reactions 
that slow or speed up the healing process, ice packs and ultrasound, the 
human body and watching the Warriors in action (on our computers unless 
someone wants to donate 24 tickets to a game????). 
 
  



 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We are nearing the end of our first novel, “Pygmalion” by 
George Bernard Shaw.  This has been a difficult, yet rewarding read.  I 
commend each student in the 7th grade for their insight and enthusiasm 
throughout this unit.  We have watched the first half of “My Fair Lady” this 
week, which is the film version of “Pygmalion,” finishing up our viewing of 
this film on Friday.  Next week we will begin our Book Review on this novel, 



followed by an Argumentative Essay as it connects to this novel and each 
student’s individual stance on identity.  Monday, October 24th will be our 
second vocabulary test of the year.  Study, study, study.  
 
     8th Grade: I really enjoyed meeting with parents on Monday during our 
first round of Parent Student Conferences. We are delving deep into our 
second novel, “To Kill A Mockingbird” this week, continuing to do Reader’s 
Theater in class, as well as, at home readings of the novel.  I can’t stress 
enough how important it is for each student to keep up on these Chapter 
readings and worksheets.  Next week we will have our first vocabulary test 
of the year.  I will post those vocabulary words on Google Classroom 
Friday.  
  
Social Studies 
I really enjoyed meeting with families this past Monday.  If you did not 
have a chance to schedule an appointment to meet, and you would still like 
to check in about your student’s progress, please e-mail me: 
rbaker@willowcreekacademy.org and we can set up a time to either meet 
or chat by phone. 
 

7th Grade :  We have begun our exploration of the Middle East by 
reviewing Pre-Islamic history of the Middle East, reflecting on what 
the pilgrimage to Mecca represents to Muslims, and sharing a 
Middle Eastern Folktale about an interaction between “Truth” and 
“Falsehood”.  Next week we will be taking a look at the geography of 
the land to see how that affected the development of settlements 
and cities of the Arabian Peninsula. 
 
8th Grade :  We finished our initial review of the Constitution and 
how it outlines the functions of our government.  We have now 
begun learning about the formation of the American colonies and 
the characteristics of the first European settlers and how that 
shaped the way our society developed.  We have also watched the 
first episode of the TV documentary series, America: The Story of 
Us. 

 

mailto:rbaker@willowcreekacademy.org


 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 
Another short but meaningful week. We began by exploring how to model 
fractions of fractions. Producing drawings really helps to anchor the process of 
multiplying fractions, and it was great to see the satisfaction on their faces as 
students realized that their predictions matched the expected results.  
 
The week ended with graphing, and provided an opportunity to get outside and 
try our hands at graphing coordinate pairs out on the blacktop. We are 
continuing to move along smoothly, and finish up the unit early next week. 
 
8th Grade: 
 

We spent the week sharpening our skills with input/output tables, as well 
as doing some work with geometry and  graphing, including introducing the 
ideas of domain and range. We will spiral back to equations next week. 
 

 
Accessing Materials: 

I still cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I have 
started to email the weekly announcements. Let me know if you didn’t get the 
last one so I can add you to the list.  

The online book is at  sso.cpm.org . 7th grade is working from CC2 and 8th 
is working from CC3. 
       I would like to reduce the paper load, especially since we have several 
paperless options available, but I understand that some would prefer to have a 
physical document. I always have a few physical homework handouts as well as a 
copier in my class. 
 

 
 

http://sso.cpm.org/

